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FROM MARZENA BREZA, PhD, THE

EU RESIDENT EXPERT, COMPONENT 3

This is the fourth Newsletter of Component
3 from the current year. It covers the last 3
months of the 2017 Project activities
undertaken in cooperation with the
Ministry of Civil Affairs (MoCA), its main
stakeholder.

In 2017 Component 3 achieved all
foreseen goals and is looking forward to
implement new activities starting early in
2018.

During this period Project confinued its
ongoing research on the EU experiences
relevant for Chinese situation.

C3 Newsletter

The main event (Workshop) discussing
the research outputs from the Chinese
and EU experts was hosted by MoCA
late November.

On the occasion of the Workshop,
Component 3 organized a mission by
six EU experts for several days in Beijing.
The EU experts - mainly ministerial level
staff - held a few sessions of knowledge
and practfice exchanges with MoCA
staff, Chinese experts and academics
working in the field.

Additionally, a study visit to Italy and
Belgium was organized for MoCA. This
was an opportunity for knowledge
exchanges with national agencies and
ministries  responsible  for  social
assistance.

One key activity undertaken in the
period was a permanent dialog with
MoCA on the activities to be
undertaken by the Project in 2018. The
key aspects of the further topics of
cooperation with MoCA were discussed
during the Coordination Meeting held
in Rome on 15t December.

3rd Component 3 Workshop hosted by Ministry of Civil Affairs
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Component 3 team and MoCA
delegation under the leadership of Mr
Liu Xitang, Director General of Social
Assistance Department were reporting
on 2017 outputs as well as activities
planned to be undertaken in the
following vyear. This event was an
opportunity for broad discussion on
the main interests of all Project

beneficiaries.

MoCA and MoF delegation to the
Coordination Meetfing in Rome (Dec
2017).

Marzena Breza,
December 19t, 2017

On November 24th, 2017, Ministry of Civil Affairs P.R.China, the main stakeholder
of Component 3 EU-China SPRP, hosted the 3rd Component 3 Workshop within
EU-China SPRP Project. The discussion has been chaired by Mr Liu Xitang Director
General of Social Assistance Department of MOCA who also gave his welcoming
speech to the participants. Among more than 30 participants were high level
officials from MoCA and the Center of Monitoring and Verification for Low
Income Families of MOCA; MoCA local staff as well senior Chinese and European
experts and academics working in the field of social assistance, as well as EU-
China SPRP Office representatives.

Six senior European experts actively contributed to this event. Four of them being
civil servants in their countries of origin, working in national level agencies i.a.
ministries.

The key topics for the presentations, speeches and discussion were optimization
of social assistance - procedures and eligibility criteria for social assistance
benefits; coordination of overall social assistance resources; and, fraud in social
assistance: identification, coping strategy and prevention.

Three Chinese experts Prof. Yao Jianping, Prof. Zhang Haomiao and Prof. Lin Yi
delivered their research oufputs on above topics and proposed some policy
recommendations in this respect. In parallel EU experts presented EU best
practices in relation to targeting beneficiaries and minimum income procedures
(Mr Julien van Geertsom and Dr Lacramioara Corches); coordination mechanism
in the social assistance including its legal framework (Prof. Heinz-Dietrich
Steinmeyer and Mr Jean-Yves Hocquet) as well the procedure and legal basis for
preventing and dealing with fraud cases in social assistance (Dr Katharina
Hackstein and Mr Stephane Pacaud). Conclusions of the full day event were
presented by Ms Marzena Breza, Component 3 EU resident expert of EU-China
SPRP and by the chair Mr Liu Xitang.

MoCA hosting 3rd Component 3 Workshop
in November 2017 with participation of
MoCA central and local staff; six EU experts
(from Belgium, France, Germany and
Romania); Chinese academics from the
leading universities and research centers in
China (i.a. CASS; BASS; CAU; Sichuan and
Nanjing Universities).

Mr Liu Xitang, Director General of the
Social Assistance Department of MoCA
chairing the full day Workshop



Component 3 MoCA study visit, November 30th-December 7th, 2017

Ministry of Civil Affairs P.R.China had exchanges in Italy with the Italian National Institute for
Social Security and the Ministry of Labour and Social Policies & in Belgium with the Federal
Public Service Social Security and the Federal Public Planning Service for Social Integration.
The Italian National Institute for Social Security, Federal Public Service Social Security and
the Federal Public Planning Service for Social Integratfion from Belgium hosted the Ministry
of Civil Affairs P.R.China visit organized within Component 3 Social Protection Reform
Project on November 30th-December 7th, 2017.

The main focus of the visit was on social assistance means testing; as well as policy
implementation and monitoring. Component 3 of the EU-China SPRP Project throughout
the visit providing continued support to the Ministry of Civil Affairs P.R.China with EU-China
knowledge and practical exchanges.

In Italy, where the MoCA visit was coordinated by the INPS following issues were addressed:
Equivalent Economic Situation Indicator (ISEE) and its strategic role in the Italian Social
Protection system as well as a monitoring tool of the Italian households’ wealth and a guide
for the evolution of Social Protection policies. “ISEE Simulator” was demonstrated through
the INPS webpage. In addition, INPS presented the Italian National Social Assistance
register for all the benefits and services provided to each citizen by each institution (public
and private, at central and local level). Finally, Social Assistance for specific groups —
services for children, families and vulnerable people - allowances for children, motherhood
and low-income families were shared during the visit.

In Belgium the MoCA visit was coordinated by the Federal Public Service Social Security
and the Federal Public Planning Service for Social Integration.

The Federal Public Service Social Security infroduced fo MoCA delegation means testing in
the three social assistance schemes: minimum income for the elderly, people with
disabilities and people on active age and sharing the main assumptions of the
Crossroadsbank for Social Security.

The Federal Public Planning Service for Social Integration presented to MoCA delegation
means festing — measures, data base; main achievements as well institutional
responsibilities and funding sharing. Poverty reduction policies, main responsibilities and
activities undertaken in Belgium were also presented.

Moreover, in Belgium a few field visits to Gent and Brussels were organised. In Gent MoCA
delegation visited the social assistance innovative service delivery at Campus Prince Filip,
the local center for public welfare of Gent and the Care center “Het Heiveld" (providing
service flats; local service centfer Wibier and active volunteers at Wibier).

In Brussels MoCA delegation visited the local center for public welfare of Saint-Gilles
(municipality in Brussels). During this visit coordination of social services; parficipatory
approach and collaboration with the private sector as well structure and financing of the
local center were presented and discussed. In addition, a short visit to services users
(cooking services) were organized.

The study visit gave an opportunity for MoCA delegation to share knowledge and
practices on the policy design and policy making as well as to hold practical exchanges
with the central and local social assistance staff and NGOs.

Further cooperation will be continued during the coming activities of the Component 3
SPRP.

EU experts mission to Beijing

During the more than one-week mission of EU experts to Beijing, several activities were
organized: bilateral meeting with MoCA staff; MoCA Center of Monitoring and Verification
of Low Income Families for knowledge and practice exchanges with Chinese academics
and scholars from i.a. Nankai University, Beijing Academy of Social Science as well Chinese
experts working for the EU-China SPRP Component 3 Project.

Both EU and Chinese experts are working on the reports whose main beneficiary will be
MoCA. These reports will be covering issues related to optimization of social assistance
benefits procedures; coordination of social assistance recourses as well as the problem of
fraud in social assistance and its identification and prevention. In the reports will be
included both Chinese situational assessments and best practices from the EU countries as
well as policy recommendation for the further reforms to be undertaken in China. Among
EU experts were Mr Julien Van Geertsom (Belgium); Ms Lacramioara Corches (Romania); Mr
Heinz-Diefrich Steinmeyer (Germany); Mr Jean-Yves Hocquet (France); Mr Stephane
Pacaud (France); Ms Katharina Hackstein (Germany).

EU and Chinese experts & C3 SPRP team at the
Beijing Office

Prof. Asghar Zaidi presenting Active Ageing Index at the SPRP Office - Resident experts team in the SPRP Office in Beijing held a

meeting with Prof. Zaidi visiting China at the invitation of UNFPA Beijing. Prof. Zaidi is continuing his research on active ageing index
which was originally done for the EU countries starting in 2012 (European Year for Active Ageing). Due to the ageing process in
China and its relation to the social protection policies, this activity could possibly be of interest when implementing the Project

activities in the next steps.
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